
At Home Palm Sunday Service 

11am. 

 

Introduction 

Not gathered as a crowd but at home alone.  We come to reflect upon the story of Jesus entering 

Jerusalem and being worshipped by the crowds who were going to celebrate the Passover feast.   

Let us pray: 

Jesus the Messiah, 

welcome to our meeting! 

We have come to hear from you, 

we have come to learn from you, 

we have come to offer you our praise. 

Welcome, Jesus, welcome! 

Amen. 

 

The Psalmist writes in: 

Psalm 118:19  Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter and give thanks to the LORD. 

20  This is the gate of the LORD through which the righteous may enter. 21  I will give you thanks, 

for you answered me; you have become my salvation.  

Hymn: Make Way, make way for Christ the King  G Kendrick https://youtu.be/alCQ7fb0hEA 

Let us pray 

Gracious God, 
as we remember this day 
how Jesus entered Jerusalem to cries of celebration,  
help us to welcome him afresh into our own hearts and lives. 
Accept the praise and worship we bring you,  
and give us a real sense of expectation  
as we look towards his coming kingdom. 
 
Gracious God, 
like your people long ago we do not always see clearly, 
our faith shallow and self-centred;  
we do not understand as we should,  
our praise short-lived and superficial. 
But, we ask, that you would take the faith we offer, 
weak though it may be, 
and deepen it through this day, 
so that we may truly welcome Christ as our King, 
and worship him with joyful praises, now and always. 
In Jesus name, Amen. 
 

Children’s Video: https://youtu.be/z-39h0xYqdE 

Children’s Song: https://youtu.be/5jtDqKkdS1M 

 

https://youtu.be/alCQ7fb0hEA
https://youtu.be/z-39h0xYqdE
https://youtu.be/5jtDqKkdS1M


Reading:Matthew 21:1-11 

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, 2  saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey 

tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3  If anyone says anything to 

you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away." 4  This took place to 

fulfil what was spoken through the prophet: 5  "Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes 

to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’" 6  The disciples went and 

did as Jesus had instructed them. 7  They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on 

them, and Jesus sat on them. 8  A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others 

cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9  The crowds that went ahead of him 

and those that followed shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" "Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord!" "Hosanna in the highest!" 10  When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city 

was stirred and asked, "Who is this?" 11  The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from 

Nazareth in Galilee." 

 

Sermon: True Worship  

A passenger in a taxi tapped the driver on the shoulder to ask him something. The driver 

screamed, lost control of the car, nearly hit a bus, went up on the pavement, and stopped 

centimeters from a shop window. 

For a second everything went quiet in the cab, then the driver said, "Look mister, don't ever do that 

again. You scared the living daylights out of me!" 

The passenger apologized and said he didn't realize that a little tap could scare him so much. The 

driver replied "Sorry, it's not really your fault. Today is my first day as a cab driver. I've been 

driving hearses for the last 25 years." 

Today we again face the shock of Jesus Passion Week.  As Jesus rides into Jerusalem amidst 

shouts of praise, we are confronted a few short days later, by cries of crucifixion from some of the 

very same crowd who were praising him that first Palm Sunday morning.   

Little were they to know the great horror he faced for them and us as they began by waving palm 

branches in adoration at this prophet King from Nazareth who had in recent days done some 

strange and mighty miracles, the healing of the blind men outside Jericho, the resurrection of 

Lazarus from the dead at Bethany just outside Jerusalem only a few days earlier. 

No wonder then the city was stirred at the arrival of this man whose words confounded the scribes 

and leaders and yet brought peace and hope to “outcasts and sinners”.  “Who is this man?” they 

asked in verse 10.  But it wasn’t just the miracles that was troubling the city. For he was riding in 

on the foal of a donkey as Simon Maccabaeus did in 142 BCE, when he liberated Jerusalem from 

the Greeks and a procession escorted him into the city "with praise and palm branches." (1 

Maccabees 13:51). The palm in those days was an emblem of joy and victory. It was used by the 

Roman soldiers as well as the Jews, as a symbol of peace. 

So this was no incidental entry.  This was a powerful declaration that Jesus was Israel’s true King, 

appointed and anointed by God. That is why Matthew is keen to emphasise the prophetic 

fulfilment of Zechariah 9:9   Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 



See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a 

colt, the foal of a donkey. 

Matthew, together with Mark and Luke is also keen to highlight that this event was also instigated 

by Jesus himself who instructs his disciples to go get the colt from a nearby village which was 

likely to have been Bethany as it was next to Bethpage.   

Incidentally, commentators tell us that Bethany means house of dates or house of misery and 

Bethpage means house of figs respective.  What we call a village was probably one or two houses 

and given the fact that Jesus stayed often at Bethany with Mary, Martha and Lazarus. He would 

naturally have known about the Colt and the Donkey. 

Further these two so called villages, were situated on the opposite side of the Mount of Olives to 

Jerusalem but were still technically classed as within the city limits.  They were linked to the city by 

two roads. One that went around the Mount and the other which went over the top. The one that 

went around had a gentle incline which joined with the main Jericho-Jerusalem road as it headed 

up towards Jerusalem and this was likely to be what we would call the tourist route.  Whereas the 

one over the top had a steep incline but was quicker for the locals to use and it is probably this 

route that was used by Jesus during his passion week, when he left the city at night and returned 

to Bethany. 

The one used for his Palm Sunday procession was the Jericho, Jerusalem route which would have 

linked with the tourist road to the villages of Bethpage and Bethany.  

Another incidental worth considering is that the Mount of Olives, was so named for the abundance 

of its olives and it is in this area Jesus curses a fig tree on his return to Jerusalem from Bethany in 

verse 19 and the palms the people used would have been date palms all of which highlight that 

this geographically was a fruit growing area.  

However, moving back to the event itself. Matthew is not only interested to mark this event as the 

entry of Israel’s true King but also the worship of God’s chosen King. For the People were not only 

declaring him to be God’s chosen Messiah but were also worshipping him as God. They were 

shouting “Hosanna to the Son of David!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 

"Hosanna in the highest!" 

The word Hosanna means save us, we pray or we beseech you.  

The word blessed in this context, means to praise or celebrate with praises 

In other words these people were declaring that Jesus was their saviour and as such were 

worshipping him as God’s Messiah.  

Now the point of this, is that, nowhere else in history, is Jesus ever worshipped as God’s Messiah 

except when he returns at the second coming. 

Only here for one day in all the millennia that have gone by is Jesus recognised and worshipped 

as God. 

This then portrays a picture of true worship.  But it’s not the people themselves who are offering 

true worship.  For they did not know what was to come.  Jesus knew he was there to save and 

redeem them from their sins, but they did not. 

They thought he was there to free them from Roman oppression and tyranny.  They were looking 

in expectation that somehow God would do a mighty miracle and save them again, like Joshua did 

at Jericho and Moses did in the Red Sea.  

Even his disciples were seduced by the throng as they waved him into the city as a triumphant 

King, little realizing that even they, would betray him and forsake him.   Deep in their hearts they 



were probably thinking that somehow, he would be the King they all thought he was and that he 

would establish his kingdom and they would be part of his government.   

Little did they know the things that make for true peace in people’s hearts.  Only later when he 

himself had gone through his terrible ordeal and then risen from the dead that things were finally 

made clear. But at the time they were like the rest of the crowd, unaware of his true purpose and 

mission.  They were filled just like the rest of them with empty praises.  Little realizing the true cost 

of his Kingship. 

Today we too face the same tension.  For despite Jesus being raised from the dead and being 

able to look back and know the truth of his resurrection, we still face the tension between what we 

want God to do for us and what the reality actually is.  

Despite all he has done our world still suffers, people we know and love still walk oblivious to his 

love and we still wrestle with his purposes for our lives.   These are the tensions of faith. 

So where was the true worship taking place?................  It was in the colt. 

For it was the colt who was carrying Jesus. It was the colt who was lifting Jesus up for the crowd 

to see and for the city to recognize.  It was that unridden, untamed creature which truly exalted 

Jesus.   

Here we see that true worship is about servanthood not empty praise.  Only when we walk in 

obedience to Christ are we truly offering our worship to him.  This doesn’t mean that we need to 

be running around like headless chickens trying to keep the church ticking over but rather listening 

to and obeying what Jesus says to our hearts. 

Jesus rode the donkey, and the donkey allowed him to do so. Are we allowing Jesus to be in 

command of our lives?  Does he control the reign on our actions? Does he bridal what we say and 

think? Or are we too busy with other things that fill our hearts with empty praise?   

You know it was the donkey who carried Jesus to Bethlehem and delivered him safely from 

Herod’s hands to Egypt and it was a donkey who proclaimed him King in Jerusalem. 

Without the practicality of the donkey, it is possible there would be no gospel story.  What a 

thought that is isn’t it? G. K. Chesterton recognised this when he wrote the poem. 

The Donkey   

When fishes flew and forests walked  

And figs grew upon thorn,  

Some moment when the moon was blood  

Then surely I was born.  

 

With monstrous head and sickening cry  

And ears like errant wings,  

The devil’s walking parody  

On all four-footed things.  

 

The tattered outlaw of the earth,  

Of ancient crooked will;  

Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb,  

I keep my secret still.  

 

Fools! For I also had my hour;  

One far fierce hour and sweet:  

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poets/detail/g-k-chesterton


There was a shout about my ears,  

And palms before my feet.  

Are we exalting Jesus as the donkey did? Amen.  

 

Hymn If my people who bear my name (G Kendrick) https://youtu.be/f0AMBGU4rVw 

Prayers of Intercession: 

Lord Jesus, we pray  

for those who have not seen you enter the gates of their lives: 

those who have turned you away, 

those who have been too busy to look, 

those who have been hurt by others and are afraid to trust, 

those who have been given a distorted view of you. 

Open their eyes, O King of kings, 

for you are the ‘one before all things’. 

 

Lord Jesus, we pray  

that we may be faithful stewards of your good news: 

encouraging others to look to you, 

acting as agents of comfort and healing, 

acting not with our own agenda but out of love for you, 

summoning others with our shouts of praise. 

Open our lips, O Lord of lords, 

that we may praise with one accord. 

 

Lord Jesus, we pray  

for your mercy in our broken world: 

Where despair and death have taken hold  

from the impact of the coronavirus  

Where fear is in the hearts of Key workers, 

And businesses are in the grip of financial ruin 

We pray for tenderness to gather and hold the hurting. 

For words to comfort those who are grieving. 

We pray these things in earnest hope, 

longing for your peace to reign. 

Have mercy on what you have made. 

Glory to the God who saves!  

Amen. 

 

Song: Hosanna P Baloche https://youtu.be/oAaQ5EEXidc 

 

Closing prayer 

Jesus our King, 

give us ears to hear your voice, 

and minds and bodies 

ready to do what you ask. 

Help us to go out 

and sing Hosannas to you. 

Amen. 

https://youtu.be/f0AMBGU4rVw
https://youtu.be/oAaQ5EEXidc

